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Visit to Japan of the President of Uppsala
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Thursday, November 11, 1976

The Reform of the University of Uppsala

For about a week from the end of October until the beginning of November, Dr. Seger-
stedt, President of the University of Uppsala, the oldest ﬁniversity in Sweden, visited
Japan, and gave lectures at several meetings in Tokyo, explaining the prospect of social
changes and stressing the necessity of scientific and cultural exchange between Sweden
and Japan. The tight schedule of his stay did not give the President enough time to see
all those people he wished to, and leaving his heart in Japan, he had to return home.

Born in 1908, his father a professor of religious history in Lund University, Mr. Torgny
Segerstedt became professor of philosophy in Uppsala University in 1938. Since 1947 he
has been professor of sociology in that university. His studies extend over a wide range
of bordering subjects suoh as philosophy, ethics, sociology, pedagogy and futurology, and
his studies of these subjects range from basic, theoretical to substantial, applied methods.

He has made no small contribution in the §
fields of educational and industrial sociolo- N2 B ®
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In parallel with his academic services, Dr. Segerstedt, as President of Uppsala University
since 1955, has visualized the future image of the university in accordance with his
“interdisciplinary and international studies” , and has worked out an entire plan for the
reorganisation of traditional university faculties, including the reconstruction of the
ground plot and buildings and the establishment of a student town. He is now devoting himself
entirely to the preparation of the quincentenary of the University of Uppsala which will
be celebrated next year.

The universities in Sweden are all national and the reform plan for Uppsala University
has formed a part of the postwar systematic educational reforms, the basic principle of
which has been “equal opportunity and equalisation” . In order to open the doors of every
faculty except those of medical and engineering faculties, to all the high school graduates
wishing to go on to university, very great pains must have been taken to adjust and to
make compatible the two functions of elite education and mass education. One solution to
this difficult problem is to stress the function of the research institutes for carrying out
elite education. The door of each faculty is kept open so as to make physics students, for
example, receive some instruction in social science.

Another solution is to pave the way for admitting people who have started to work and
have bided their time before entering university, instead of going on to university upon
graduating from high school. The alternation of school and jobs is considered more effec-
tive in a society where technological innovation develops rapidly. It is often said that
there are, in reality, some middle-aged students in Uppsala University.

What differs from the custom in our country is said to be the changing age level of the
students in Sweden and the severe graduation test not at all like the “conveyor-belt”

graduation fashion in Japan.
Joint Research between the two countries urged

On November 1st, a workshop was held under the auspices of Education Minister Nagai.
At the meeting, President Segerstedt talked on Swedish university reform, explaining the
reason why the new stage of “post-industrialisation” does need “interdisciplinary” studies,
and describing how one has been coming closer to that aim through the adoption of the
open door policy among the faculties and through the utilisation of the functions of the
institutes and the committees and also of the computer centre. He called for joint research
between scholars of the two countries.

On the next day, a seminar was held in the Swedish Embassy on how to promote
cultural exchange between the two countries. The participants of this meeting, who were
different from those at the meeting above, gathered around President Segerstedt. In an
address he pointed out that up to now exchange had been carried out in natural science
research, and that of course, the need noW is prevalent in the field of social science too.
He hinted that such research as the comparative studies of modern industrialisation could
serve to explain the differences and resemblances of character in Japan and Sweden, and
gave us the gist of thé recent industrial modernisation in Sweden. :

The Spirit of C P Thunberg

In response to this, Dr. Kozo Hayashi, President of the Botanical Society of Japan,
talked of a joint symposium between Swedish and Japanese botanical scholars which had
been held this year to celebrate the bicentenary of the Swedish botanist, C.P. Thunberg’s
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visit to Japan. It made a strong impression when Dr. Hayashi emphasised the fact that the
exchange of knowledge between the two countries had been initiated through the spirit
of Thunberg who, although Japan two hundred years ago was a closed country, had
searched for oriental plants and that the exchange continued even after his return to
Sweden through the sending of letters and parcels and that the spirit of those days had
encouraged even the joint symposium this year which had been very fruitful.

Returning home after sailing all the way from Japan, Thunberg was promoted to the
President to Uppsala University. For this reason, President Segerstedt, two hundred years
after Thunberg, was listening with deep emotion. Many of those who gathered in the
evening were thinking of the cultural exchange in the past between Japan and Sweden

and they seemed to be united by expectation for the future.
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