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«“Sweden-Japan”

Ladies and Gentlemen :

May I first say that we are very proud of the existence of the Japanese Institute for
Social Studies on Sweden. We congratulate you on the activities which you have already
undertaken, and we extend our best wishes to you for the future. In saying this I speak
not only for myself but also for the whole of the Swedish Embassy and indeed for the
Swedes in Japan and many Swedes outside Japan. In no other country that I know of there
exists a similar institution, a special institute for Social Studies on Sweden. This is unique
to Japan, and we are extremely happy for it. I would like to express our gratitude both
officially and personally for the work you are doing. I would add that in this environment

I feel able to speak more freely than elsewhere.

Now, Japan and Sweden are situated opposite each other on the map, at the two ends of
that big continent of which Europe and Asia are parts. In early days we might have
emphasized that our neighbourhood to Russia on its two sides is a common factor. I don’t
think that has had any importance for us in actual fact, but I am thinking of a parallel.
Sweden and Turkey, who are at the two ends of Russia in Europe, did at a certain time
have a considerable amount of political cooperation on this basis. But in those days, Japan
was a very isolated country, and we missed a chance of cooperation. However our contacts
go relatively far back. Swedes came to Japan under the auspices of the Dutch East-India
Company already late in the 17th century. One Fredrik Coyet was Governor of Dejima
on behalf of that Company from 1657 to 1658. But what I would like particularly to
emphasize is the role of C.P. Thunberg. He came to Japan in 1776, so that the anniversary
will take place next year and will, I hope, be suitably celebrated by my successor and:
others. He managed to attach himself to the mission which was sent from Dejima to Edo,
running away all the time from the other members of the mission and from his Japanese
escort to collect flowers. Finally, on the basis of that he wrote the first Japanese flora.
It is quite clear that this was no coincidence. Thunberg was one of the students of
Linneus, and they spread all over the world for their botanical researches. And it appears
already from the Thunberg flora, as well as from everyday observations, that the
differences in regard to flowers, bushes and trees between the two distant countries,
Sweden and Japan, are not really as great as one would imagine.

Diplomatic relations between Japan and Sweden were established relatively early in the

Meiji period, but the Swedish representatives in Japan at that time were not Swedes but
Dutchmen. It was only in 1906 that the first really Swedish envoy to Japan was appointed.
His name was G.O. Wallenberg, and since then, with a brief intermission from 1945 to
1949, we have had normal diplomatic relations. These were elevated to the ambassadorial
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level in 1957, this being a time when Sweden elevated its envoys to major countries to

that rank. Formerly we only had Ministers.

In fact Japan and Sweden do have certain things in common, even today. They both have
"\ a global world trade, covering practically all continents. They are both largely dependent
on imported raw materials. In the case of Japan the dependence is almost complete, but
even Sweden is increasingly dependent on import of this type. This has political conseque-
nces. Countries like Japan and Sweden, who have global economic relations, who need for
their future life and happiness to import goods from all over the world, and to export their
own goods in return, also have a vested interest in the maintenance of world peace. They
can not hope to maintain their present standards in case of war, only in peace. I think

this is one similarity, or rather one common factor, which should be emphasized from the

very beginning.

Otherwise, of course, the differences outweigh the similarities. Some of them are obvious, -
such as geographical distance and the consequent difference of climate - although the
difference of climate is not quite as big as some would have you believe ; in fact the
climate in Sweden and the climate in Hokkaido are very similar. Next, the size of the

~ population - the Japanese people after all are about twelve times as many as the Swedes.
We use to say that Sweden has the population of Osaka in a territory larger than that
of Japan. And above all, there is great difference of importance to the world. Japan is

a great world power, especially in the economic field, while Sweden a long time ago
relinquished all ambitions of that sort.

There are also more specific differences, althoﬁgh these usually apply not only to Sweden
but to Western Europe as a whole. The isolation of Japan from 1635 to 1855, which is
unique in the world and which was followed by a period of relative isolation also just
before and during World war II, is in total contrast to the situation of Sweden. Sweden
has always been a part of Europe. Until the first Swedish university was established in
1477, that is almost exactly 500 years ago, Swedish students used to go abroad to study,
to Copenhagen or to Paris, and of course the whole intellectual life of the country was
't_hus very closely related to that of other European countries. This I think is very important.
In Western Europe we all of us, including Sweden, since several centuries have this long
standing relationship to one another, and I am coming back to that in the end. For, I
think this is one of the points where Japanese-Swedish and Japanese-European cooperation

becomes most obviously necessary in the future.



At the moment, however, relations between Japan and Sweden are mostly found in the.
economic field. In quantity, trade is modest both ways, only a little over 600 million
dollars, of which Japanese exports to Sweden are over 400 million and Swedish exports to
Japan not quite 200 million dollars. As usual, the balance is definitely in Japanese favour.
But this doesn’t bother us too much because we feel that to some extent it is up to us to
make a greater effort to send more of our goods to Japan. In fact the interesting thing
about our trade relations lies not so much in quantity as in quality. While most other
countries export chiefly raw materials to Japan, the exports of Sweden are of a much
more sophisticated character. Raw materials and food stuffs make up no more than little
over 20% of the Swedish exports to Japan, various types of machinery over 40%, chemical
products 7 %, other manufactures over 30%.

Thus it is sophisticated manufactured goods and to some extent semiprocessed products
which we send to Japan just as Japan is sending the same type of goods to us. The
quantity may be unsatisfactory, but the quality of trade is exactly as it should be between
two highly sophisticated industrialized nations. We have annually trade consultations
between Sweden and Japan at a diplomatic level and some of the difficulties which existed {
for many years have been overcome exactly in the course of this month, only three weeks
ago. We cooperate to a considerable extent in the OECD, in the GATT and in other
multinational economic organizations, but also in international political organizations such
as the UN, largely in regard to disarmament. This latter cooperation is a result of our
common interest in world peace.

Now the next question which we should put to ourselves is whether there is anything we
should learn from one another. And undoubtedly there is. There is always much to learn.
Sweden has to learn from Japan very much in technology and science. In fact Japan is
one of the countries - and there are not too many of them - where a Swedish technical
and scientific attaché has been appointed, and his office is growing continually. There is
the Sweden-Japan Foundation and the Japan-Sweden Foundation which deal mostly with
cooperation in the technical and scientific fields, and we, at least, are of the opinion that
we could benefit very much from future development of such relations.

Apart from that, opinions may vary and to some extent I might perhaps find it a little
difficult to speak about it because I am still an ambassador to Japan, although not many {
weeks now, and I should therefore perhaps not express too much of my personal opinions
which might not be shared by others in my own country, not necessarily even by the
Government. However, I feel that I may speak, as I said in the beginning, relatively
freely in this gathering of friends.

I think there is one point where we all agree that we should and could cooperate. It is a
semitechnical problem, that of the fight against environmental destruction. Japan has been
suffering from such destruction more than most other countries, largely because
industrialization has taken place in such a limited geographical space. But on the other hand
we feel more and more that the Japanese are also especially conscious of this problem and
that active measures are being taken precisely in this country, for instance to the extent
that Japanese industry invests more in environment protective measures than industries in
most other countries. Here, undoubtedly, we have something to learn from you. On the
other hand we have been fortunate in recognizing the problem very early, and therefore
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you may have something to learn from us as well.

I would personally like to add a few intangible things. One is the consciousness of history
which exists in the whole Japanese people, and which appears in so many things, for
example in the attitude of the Japanese public to TV and radio programs of a historical
character, such as the one appearing over the years every Sunday between 8. 00 and 8. 45.
Another thing which I admire is the patience of the Japanese, which has appeared for
example during the recent economic crisis. Your people have been ready to face economic
difficulties with far less of social unrest than has been the case in other industrialized
countries. Related to that is the pragmatic approach which the Japanese show to national
and international problems. This also, I think, is something from which we all in Europe
and the West should be learning. Here again I would like to emphasize that I speak only
for myself ; others may hold different views.

There are many points for mutual cooperation, and in all humility I would mention some
where I think that Sweden has something to contribute. In this institute, there has always
been a lot of talk about the “welfare state” , and it has been felt that the Japanese should
go to Sweden and see some of the things which we have been doing to realize the idea of
a “welfare state’” . I think that humility on the Swedish side is very much indicated in
this respect. Welfare development has come to us after economic development. In fact
economic prosperiiy came to Sweden comparatively much more early than it came to Japan.
It is only natural therefore that we developed a welfare system earlier than one could do
in Japan. The beginnings of the Swedish “welfare state” go back to the 1930’s, several
years before World War II, a time when Japan was still a poor country, though already
powerful in some respects, and could not afford to develop welfare as we did. It should
be remembered also that Swedish welfare developments were not necessarily original;
actually they were very much influenced by what had been done in Denmark and in New

Zealand before we ever got started.

But having said all that, I should like to add that you in Japan have now come to a point
where you really can afford and in my personal opinion should afford to build a welfare
state. In doing so we hope that some of our solutions may interest you, both where they
have been successful and where they have been less successful. Just as we learned from
others, so you may learn from the Western European countries. Your solutions may in the
ead prove to bz differeat, and th=y may prove to be much better than ours. That is not
important. But mutual cooperation and mutual discussion could benefit both parties.

Another thing which I think interests all of us at the moment is the position of consumers.
I would say that the consumer society, in the sense of a society where economic
dzvelopmzat is directed towards th= iaterests of the consumers is most desirable, as
distinct from a producer society wheare you produce things regardless of whether somebody
wants them or not. And protection of the interests of consumers, which previously was
taken care of mostly by the consumo=r3s’ coopzrative movement, in recent times has also
developed through public authorities, such as the consumer ‘“ombudsman” who has been
established in Sweden. On the other hand I think it might be said that there is more of
an active civic consumer movement in Japan than in Sweden. So here again is a place
for mutual interest and mutual study.



I should like to conclude by emphasizing a set of problems of a somewhat different kind :
those related to the new role of Japan in the world. It has been my impression during 4 1/2
years here that Japan and the Japanese people still find some difficulty in overcoming
their former isolation. There are many reasons for that. There are language problems and
other practical difficulties, but there is also the question of the tradition.

As I mentioned before, Sweden never lived in isolation. It has a long experience of close
contacts with other nations, of what you might call “international living” . Japan today

is on the fringe of the beginning of a similar development. It is becoming a little less
different from others than it used to be. It will undoubtedly remain different in many
important respects, but not quite as much as before. It is actually forced to become more
open to influence from abroad and to contacts with others. There was a time when Japan
and the Japanese economy drew benefits of the fact that Westerners were incapable of
understanding Japan. That seemed in many respects to be useful. Today I would think
this is no longer true. Japan and the Japanese may in the future suffer from lack of (
mutual understanding, not only from their lack of understanding of the West, but perhaps
even more from the fact that the West does not understand Japan and therefore perhaps

in some cases reacts unreasonably.

I think this is one of the points where something is about to change here, and where all
Europeans, including Swedes, could make a contribution to the development of better
relations, useful to all of us. And I would mention one particular aspect of this. It is the
relations of the industrialized nations to developing countries. This we now discuss in -
Europe, and perhaps particularly in Sweden, much more than before. I do not claim
that we have solutions to this enormous problem. Who has? But I do think that it is
occupying the attention of public opinion in Sweden to a much greater extent than is the
case in Japan, although geographically Japan is closer to a number of recipient countries.

I am quite convinced that once Japanese public opinion begins to take a  serious and
overwhelming interest in this kind of problem, then we may all learn from you. While -
the Japanese may perhaps be slow in approaching a problem, once they have agreed on
a solution ;the implementation of [their ideas is quick as lightning. Perhaps this is also
something which we in Europe, including the Swedes, ought to learn from you. (

I do not claim to be able to understand Japan. It is like looking at a winddw which is
mostly covered but Whefe there is a slight opening. We look through the slit, and at least
we see something. We cannot claim to have seen all, but may perhaps be, permitted to
talk about what we have seen. Thank you very much. '
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