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The Foreign Minister Masayoshi Qhira was decorated with
the Grand Cross of the Order of the Polar Star
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Address by the Swedish Ambassador Gunnar Heckscher
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Your Excellency,

On instructions from His Majesty the
King of Sweden, I have the honour to confer
on Your Excellency the Grand Cross of the
Order of the Polar Star, and to hand over
to yvou the insignia of this decoration.

Your Excellency:

Twice during your tenures of the office of
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan, you
have extended kind and gracious hospitality
to your Swedish colleagues, Mr. Torsten Ni-

Isson, and Mr. Sven Andersson. We are
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all most grateful for this.

However, in conferring this decoration on
you, His Majesty hasabove all been consci-
ous of the interest and good-will you have

always shown towards our country -not

only as Minister of Foreign Affairs, but .

As Chief Exe-
cutive Director of the Japanese Institute for

equally in other capacities.

Social Studies on Sweden, you have done
much to establish and secure the position
of the Institute.

to the friendship between our two countries.

This has been invaluable

Other Japanese-Swedish institutions, such as

the Japan-Sweden Foundation, have also
had the benefit of your positive interest and
helpful advice. Thus, we have come to reg-
ard you as a true friend of Sweden anb one
of the mainstays of our increasingly close
and amicable relations to Japan.

In conclusion, permit me to add the expres-
sions of my personal gratitude for your
kindness on so many occasions, to myself
and to the Swedish Embassy in Japan.

And now, finally, I am honoured as well
as happy to decorate you with the Grand
Cross of the Order of the Polar Star.
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Princess Christina and Mr. Tord Magnuson

Congratulations on the wedding of H. R. H.
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A Short Socio-Economic History of Sweden.
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