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Commemorative address by the Ambassador of Sweden

The life of His Majesty King Gustaf VI Adolf of Sweden, s xth of
the house of Bernadotte, is over. It was a long life, spanning a
period of great and remarkable events which vividly engaged his
interest but also confronted him with problems, both objective and

personal.

When the union between Sweden and Norway was dissolved in 1905,
he was 23 years old, and it is said that he already at that time
exercised some influence on his grandfather, King Oscar II. At

the outbreak of the First World War, in 1914, he was 32. The
husband of a British Princess in a neutral country, where the upper
classes - like his mother, the Swedish Queen Viktoria - mostly
sympathized with Germany, his position during the war years was

far from easy. The post-war economic crises disclosed social problems
to which the future King less than anyone else could permit himself to
close his eyes. At the oecumenical conference in Stockholm in 1925

he was, together with the Regent of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, probably
the most notable layman in a predominantly clerical gathering. The rise
to power of Hitler in Germany and the Second World War led to human
sufferings involving his unfailing compassion.

At the end of the war he was 63 yeans old, but still Crown Prince.

Only in 1950, at the age of 68, did he ascend the throne.

On the occasion of the eighty years’ birthday of King Gustaf Adolf,
November 11, 1962, a religious service was held. The incumbent
Archbishop began his sermon as follows: “This is the house of God.
Here we do not pay homage to men. But we may tender our thanks
to God for having such a good King.” It is unlikely that any Swede
would have disagreed. From his youth, King Gustaf Adolf had
purposely prepared himself for his task. He pursued his studies

at the University of Uppsala in the first years of the 20th century
energetically and seriously, without isolating himself from his
contemporaries. It went without saying that he also had a military



education - like other Swedish young men. As Crown Prince he gradually
assumed more and more of the duties which his father, as he became old,
found increasingly arduous. At his death he took his place almost

imperceptibly.

A Parliamentary monarch does not govern the political development
of his country. King Gustaf Adolf always wanted to be kept informed
about what was happening, even more in detail than did his father,

but it is unlikely that he volunteered advice to the Government.

To what extent the Government may have asked for his advice is a
jealously guarded secret. At one point, however, he laid claim

to the decisive word, namely in regard to the education of the

Heir Apparent. His education was developed with the consistent

aim of establishing contact between him and the people.

However, it can be assumed that the King’s insistence on informa-
tion originated not only in his views on the functions of monarchy
but equally in the wide scope of his personal interests. Always and
in everything, he was putting questions - and he remembered the
answers for years, thus compelling people to consider their answers
before voicing them. He closely followed events not only in Sweden
but also in the rest of the world and in its relations to his own country.
I often think of my last audience with him, when he questioned me
for half an hour about Chinese politics and about family planning in
India. He knew much about the work of organs and offices of State;
sometimes as much as the responsible high officials. Archaeology -
Nordic, Greek - Roman, Chinese and Japanese-was probably his
greatest interest, and here he was a world - famous expert. » Holding
honorary degrees in many faculties, he carried on substantial
discussions with the ordinary graduates. It could justly be said

of him: nihil quod tetigit non ornavit-there was nothing he touched
without adding lustre to it.

Working successfully a a Constitutional] monarch is no easy task,

and he was not one to make things easy for himself. Yet he apparently
never found it hard or painful. His Royal motto, “Duty abovl all”,
was no empty phrase, but expressed a fundamental attitude to life,
applied also to the education of his children and grandchildren. To
what extent his catholic interests in all affairs of mankind were
conditioned by inclination or by his sense of duty is something no
onecam determine. He himself would probably not have found any
differience: fulfilment of dety was has joy. With his attitude to



life, it was also a duty to maintain human contacts, and this is some-

thing he never seemed to find burdensome.

To many Swedes, King Gustaf Adolf wdolf was a model worthy of
imitation. This applies both to peogle who knew him closely and to
stich as had never even seen him in the flesh. Almost the whole
people felt personal affection for him, even those whose political
opinions were very definitely in favour of a republican form of
government. It was no coincidence when his reign was was exocepted
from the limitations of the personal authority of the King which

will be introduced by the new Constitution to be finally adopted

next year.

King Gustaf Adolf was a firm believer in political democracy, as

well as in human dignity and, therefore, in equality. He commanded
natural and personal authority but never exploited it for the purpose
of dominating his environment. Modesty was rather apt to lead him
to the opposite extreme. He had the unusual gift of being able to
convey to everybody he met - and they were anything but few - that

he was vividly interested especially in them, in their persons,

their tasks and their problems. He never kept people at a distance.
On the contrary, he did all he could to meet them openly and
impulsively and to bridge ofrer the chasm which could be created by
his position as The King. In this, Queen Louise was a great help

to him. When she died eight years ago, there were many who feared
that the King, in his sorrow , would tend to isolate himself more.

But this did not happen. It would have been too alien to his nature.
Absence of vanity was another of his characteristics. Those human
failures - for examply, growing deafness - which many others try to
hide never troubled him. On the contrary, he could joke about them
easily and naturally. It is said that he showed the same ease and
intimacy within his family. Whoever heard his children or grand-
childreh speak about him must be convinced of their genuine affection.

These personal traits, showing his vitality, remained with him to the
end, even up to his last illness. When mourning his decease we can
simultaneously be content that there was no melancholy interlude to
prevent us from remembering him as he was when in full strength.
This is what we also desire for ourselves and for our nearest and
dearest.

“The King is dead, long live the King”. King Carl XVI Gustaf,
seventh of the house of Bernadotte, has ascended the throne of Sweden.



His motto, “For Sweden in the times”, indicates the difficulties which

confront him.

It is no easier to be a Parliamentary monarch in the

1970’s than twenty years ago - rather more difficult. May prosperity

and success accompany his attempts to fulfil his taSk.

Let us jointly and gratefully remember our late King and at the same
time - as he would have desired - look forward, think of the future and
hope that it will bring happiness to the people to whom he was joined
by such great afféection, and to his successor .
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Please accept my sincere thanks for your kind message
of sympathy on the death of my beloved grandfather
His Majesty King Gustaf V1 Adolf Carl Gustaf.

My sincere thanks for your kind message of sympathy in

my great loss
Christina

Fran konstitionella kungsmakten till
demokratiska folksmakten
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1. Politics

National Insurance Act, Swedish Ministry
of Health and Social Affairs, May 25,1962
Revised translation January 1973 p.57
Treatment of Alcoholics and Drug Addicts
in Stockholm, Lars Bremberg, Stockholm
Temperance Board, May 1972 p.34

The Agreement on Collective Life Insur-
ance, The Swedish Trade Union Confe-
deration, Stockholm 1965 p.7

The Swedish Parliamentary Ombusmen,
Annual Report for 1972 p.651-p.657

2. Statistics

The Cost and Financing of The Social
Services in Sweden in 1971, National Cent-
ral Bureau of Statistics Solna 1973 p.9

3. Education

Higher Education, Proposals by The Swe-
dish 1968, Educational Commission,
Stockholm 1973 p.93

Declaration of The Principles of Internatio-
nal Cultural Co-operation, UNESCO,
Switzerland 1967 p.11

Interantionalizing The Universities, Office
of The Chancellor of The Swedish Univer-
sities, Stockholm February 1973 p.31

The Educational Program for Handicapped
Children in Sweden, Walter Lund The
Swedish Institute, Norrkoping April 27,
1968 p.8

4. Problem of Women (containning divorcelaws)

Swedish Divorcelaws, Elin Lauritzen The
Swedish Institute, October 1965 p.6
Woman in Sweden (In the Light of Statis-
tics), The Joint Female Labour Council,
Stockholm 1973 p.98

5. Health

More Exercise for More People, The Swe-
dish Sports Federation by Sten Svensson,
Stockholm 1971 p.24

Health and Fitness, Professor Per-Olof
Astrand, M.D. Stockholm 1972 p.43

6. Defence

-ivil Defence (...to protect and save lives),
Kurt EK The Swedish Civil Defence Admini-
stration 1970 p.62
The Total Defence of Sweden, Harry
Holmstrém, Stockholm 1970 p.30

7. Industries

Industrial Democracy, Arne Geijer,Swedish
Trade Union Confederation, Stockholm 1971
p.61

Basic Agreement between The Swedish
Employer’s Confederation and The Swedish
Foremen’s and Supercisors Union of
July3, 1959 with The Changes therein Adopt-
ed on May 8, 1964, Stockholm 1967 p.15
The Trade Unions in Print, Rune Blomk-
vist Swedish Trade Union Confederation,
Stockholm 1979 p.45

Swedish Board for Technical Development
1970 p.45

Basic Agreement between The Swedish
Employers’ Confederation and The Swedish
Union of Clerical and Technical Employees
in Industry in 1964, Stockholm 1967 p.12
Nine Countries One Market, European

Free Trade Association The EFTA Secre-
tariat, Geneva 1970 p.24

European Free Trade Association, What

it is What it does, The Information Depart-
ment, Geneva 1970

Report, Special Issue 1973, The Swcdish
International Development Authority p.40
Swedish Business Investment, Abroad 1960
1965, Harald Lund, Translation of an es ay
published in “Sveriges Indrstri”, December
1967, Stockholm p.18

The Federation of Civil Servants in Sweden,
Studie-och Informationssektionen, Stock-
holm p.15

The Swedish civants, of Payment and of
Employment, TCO’s Civil Servants Section,
Stockholm p.23

8. Agriculture

A Guide in Swedish Agriculture, Administra-
tion, Research, Education, Information,
Statens Lantbruks Information, Stockholm
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1970 p.40

Swedish Agriculture, Statens Lantbruks
Information, Sundbyberg 1972 p.48

Swedish Agriculture, The Ministry of
Agriculture, The National Board of Agricul-
ture and The National Agricultural
Information Office p.47

9. Pollution

10.

11

Pollution of The Environment and Its Con-
sequences, Seved Apelqvist Folksam,
Stockholm 1970 p.36

Penal Reform

The National Swedish Association for Pe-
nal Reform, A Brief Presentation, June 4,
1972 p.5

Statistics

The National Central Bureau of Statistics
Social Welfare Statistics 1970

Social Assistance, Distributton by Muni-
cipality Children’s Day-homes

Decisions on Measures according to the
Child Welfare Act, 1969 and 1970
Treatment of alkoholics, Preliminary data
The Work of the Temperance Boards
Pupils in Youth Welfare Schools 1972,
Preliminary data

Adopted Children 1972, Preliminary data
Advances of Maintenance Allowances in
1971

Foster Children, Child Welfare Supervis-
ion and Family Day-homes in 1971

The Home Help Service during 1971 and
week 5, 1972 and Assistance Given in the
Home or Mentally Handicapped 1971, 1, 1.
and week, 1972

The Cost and Financing of The Social
Welfare Services in 1971

Children’s Homes 1971

Social Assistance 1971

Homes for The Aged 1971

Children Holiday Camps 1971

( The Swedish Institute )
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