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RESEARCH UNIT FOR
URBAN AND REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

[SENTE]

University of Tampere,
Finland

New infoy

Bases of Sente activities

The developed economies are shifting
from industrial society towards post-
industrial society, called, for example,
information or network society.
Consequently, knowledge, learning and
innovation have emerged as key themes
in promotion of regional development.
At the same time, the significance of
administrative and functional border
crossing networklike co-operation has
increased. Earlier the borders of regions,
institutions, sectors and organisations
defined the location and position of
actors. Nowadays the position of regions
and organisations is defined more often
by knowhow and ability constantly.to
raise the innovative capacity and
capabilities and therefore the need for
co-operation between research and
development activities is higher than ever
before. In Research Unit for Urban and
Regional Development Studies
interaction between research and practice
is a continuous learning process.

Research
T

New questions and
research objects

New, information

&‘\w ways of thinking

and dcting
Education and '\, L
Developing

consultation

New ways of
thinking and acting

Business idea

Sente is a research unit intended to
serve regional and especially urban
development. Its basic mission is to
increase the understanding of the
dynamics of the development processes
from the perspective of competitiveness,
planning and management. Sente is
serving as an R&D unit for urban and
regional development. The aim is to
develop new approaches and methods for
the promotion of urban and regional
development. The activity of Sente is
financed by projects, it will work as long
as there is a demand for its research and
development services. The research
objects may be situated anywhere at all.

The main objective of Sente is to
strengthen the theoretical bases and
create practical applications for
promotion of strategic development in
urban regions and to establish a creative
and dynamic mode of action which
supports the researchers' personal
commitment both to the activities of
Sente and the future of each individual.

On the specific level research addresses
the following themes: a) Innovative
regional development - to develop and
analyse the development concepts based
on knowledge, knowhow and innovation;
b) urban competitiveness and economic
development policy in the information and
network society - to recognise elements of
knowhow and innovation based
development in the future; ¢) planning
and management in the network society -
to analyse the development networks and

FIGURE 1. The point of departure in Sente activities; continuous

interaction between research and practice. to develop their strategic activities and d)
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firm networks and economic clusters - to
analyse the interplay between the global
and local dynamics of economic activity.

Sente has carried out, for example,
following projects: "Borderless South-
Ostrobothnia: creating new policy-
making and management approaches for
a world of shared power" (financed by
Town of Seinajoki, Regional Council of
South-Ostrobothnia and European Social
Fund); "Quality of living environment in
urban competitiveness" (financed by the
cities of Helsinki, Tampere, Turku,
Jyvaskyla and the towns of Pori and
Seinajoki); "Management of change and
creative tension: Kainuu region as a case
in point" (financed by the Association of
Finnish Local and Regional Authorities,
the town of Kajaani, the Regional
Council of Kainuu and the Employment
and Economic Development Centre of
Kainuu); "New knowledge creation
process for technology foresight in
Tampere region" (financed by Regional
Council of the Tampere region and
TEKES - National Technology Agency)
and "In Search of Process Based Regional
Development Policy" (financed by Nordic
Senior Officials' Committee of Regional
Policy). ‘

Sente philosophy

In the game of GO sente means
literally 'the leading hand', but is best
translated by the words 'having the
offensive'. Sente merely means that the
player having it can compel his adversary
to respond to his moves or else sustain
worse damage: At all events having sente

is an advantage, but it is not a static state,
rather it is a dynamic never-ending
endeavour to seize it, as is the research
unit operating purely on demand based
funding too. In the Research Unit for
Urban and Regional Development
Studies, Sente refers to a never-ending
endeavour to be a forerunner in one's own
field, it is a quest for "something new".

Sente's research work focuses on
various decentralised systems, it focuses
on games played in various regional and
urban policy fields characterised by
shared power. In a networked world sente
refers to a continuous endeavour to
transcend inward-looking aims of the
various organisations and to find "third
solutions" and thus promote shared
interests and objectives. Therefore
managers should be able to become
increasingly skilled in managing change
and networks. They will have to learn to
ride out turbulent conditions by going
with the flow, recognising that they are
always managing processes and flux
rather than stability defining the order of
things. In this kind of world the
managers' role in urban economic
development is, for example, to locate
possible partners, and to induce them to
become in some way involved in
urban/regional development
partnerships. In regional management
sente refers to a continuous endeavour to
govern change and manage networks so
that change may not govern us and so that
networks do not begin to live lives of their
own.

Research Unit for Urban
and Regional Development
Studies is a research group
of thirteen people and it is
lead by professor Markku
Sotarauta (see more:
www.sjoki.uta.fi/sente).
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