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Message for the New year
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President, Dr.Tatsuro Matsumae
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New Year's Greetings

Press and Culture Attachse

Mrs. Carola Tham
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS TO THE JAPANESE INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL STUDIES ON
SWEDEN

With these lines I would like to greet all old and new members of the Japanese Institute
for Social Studies on Sweden (JISSS) and wish you all a prosperous New Year.

During many years JISSS has pursued its valuable activities, concentrating on research,
publishing, language classes and academic exchange. JISSS plays an important role in
expanding the good relations existing between our two countries.

The ties between Sweden and Japan have been strengthened in many ways during the past
year. A highlight was, of course, when Mr. Kenzaburo Oe was chosen by the Swedish
Academy as the recipient of the 1994 Nobel Prize for Literature.
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An important event for Sweden, during 1994, was when the Swedish electorate said YES 3
to EU membership, in the referendum on November 13. I am confident that Sweden as a
member of an open and outward — looking European Union will become an even more valid
partner also for Japan. I am, therefore, sure that the years to come will see a further

intensificaion of cooperation between Japan and Sweden.

Let me reiterate my best wishes to all members of JISSS and wish you all success for the
coming year 1995!

Carola Tham
Press and Cultural Attache
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The Impression of the Ceremony of the Swedish Academy to
award the 1995 Nobel Prize for Literature Mr.Kenzaburo Oe
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The decision by the Swedish Academy to award the 1995 Nobel Prize for Literature to
Kenzaburo Oe was no doubt a major event in the relations between Japan and Sweden.

As a result, Kenzaburo Oe and his works have been given enormous attention by Swedish
media. And it is no exaggeration to state that Mr. Oe was the star among the different
laureates during all the many events surrounding the solemn award ceremony presided over
by His Majesty the King on December 10 at the Stockholm Concert Hall

There are several reasons, in addition to his warm personal charisma, for the particular
interest that Mr. Oe aroused in Sweden.

One is obviously his surprising familiarity with European culture and the fact that his first
great literary experience was a book written by a Swedish Nobel Laureate, The Wonderful
Adventures of Nils by Selma Lagerlof.

Also, the Swedish public have been deeply impressed by the universal character of the main
themes dealt with in Mr. Oe's books although the setting is usually specifically Japanese.

And his Nobel lecture, Japan, the ambiguous and myself, impressed everybody by its
penetrating analysis and rich associations.

Last but not least, the Swedes were deeply moved by the way Mr and Mrs Oe have
stimulated their handicapped son Hikari to develop his gifts as a composer of music.

For my wife and myself it was a privilege to attend the ceremonies together with the Oe
family and to feel the very warm atmosphere surrounding them. ‘
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