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Congratulatory address to JISSS
on the Occasion of its 25th Anniversary
His Excellency

Mr. Magnus Vahlquist

Ambassador of Sweden

The Japanese Institute for Social Studies of Sweden has made con-
siderable contributions to the promotion of understanding and coopera-
tion between Japan and Sweden. The activities of the Institute have

always been regarded as a strong support for the Embassy of

¥}

our country in Japan and to stimulate a deepened dialogue between academic representatives

Sweden in Japan in its endeavours to disseminate information about

of both countries.

It is therefore a great honour and pleasure for me to extend my warmest congratulations and

thanks to the Institute on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of its founding.

In particular I want to thank the President, Professor Matsumae, and the Chairman of the
Board of Directors, Professor Nishimura, for all their dedicated and hightly successful
endeavours all throught the 25 years of the Institute.

It is worth stressing that the impact of the Institute’s activities reach also beyond the field
of social questions. Through your publications, study tours, language courses and thanks to

the library you have created you have done much to stimulate cultural interchange in general.

But the thrust of your efforts has of course aimed at thorough research and scientific discus-
sion on social matters. In this respect you have proven quite farsighted, because also in con-
tacts between our two countries on govarnmental level more and more attention has in
recent years been given also to those questions. Your achievements have no doubt laid a

solid foundation for this development.

We are all well aware that the public sector in Sweden, including its social compontents, is
undergoing a rather fundamental restructuring. What I should like to stress today is that this
process is aimed at making the social security system more efficient and at cutting un-

necessary costs, not at undermining social welfare.

And in this period of necessay adjustment of the social security system to a general
economic situation which has changed drastically, a dialogue between our countries based on

facts and serious research is all the more welcome.

I should therefore like to end by wishing the JISSS many more years of fruitful activities.

Maguns Vahlquist

Ambassador
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