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@A MDA (Oil Imports)

Sweden was one of the industrialized countries that was hardest hit by the sharp
oil price increases of the 1970s. Since the middle of that decade, Swedish energy
policy has focused strongly on reducing the country’s dependence on oil—all of
which must be imported. The picture shows the price and volume trends of
Sweden’s imports of oil and petroleum products.
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4 : ; The decline in oil imports since 1970 is
Sweden’s net imports of crude oil and mainly due to a changeover to other
petroleum products, 1970—1986 energy sources, primarily nuclear power,
Index 1970=100 and to improved energy conservation in

response to higher oil prices.
Year Price index Volume index
1970 100 100 During the 1970s, Sweden’s exports of
1972 96 113 refined petroleum products increased,
1974 367 97 amounting to nearly 3 percent of total mer-
1976 409 99 chandise exports in 1986. These products
1978 458 88 accounted for about 10 percent of the
1980 998 87 total value of Swedish imports in 1970.
1982 1,494 67 This share increased to nearly 25 percent
1984 1,692 51 in 1981. In recent years, the percentage has
1985 1,680 59 fallen and was down to the 1970 figures.
1986 784 66 Sweden is one of the world’s most oil-im-

ort-dependent countries. The n f
Sou'rces:Statistics Syveden and the Swedish getroleu?n importz amounted t?) r:(t,r:Ots;a:
Institute of Economic Research SEK 2,000 per inhabitant in 1986.
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