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Season’s Greetings

Mrs. Anita Nisstrom, Press Attaché,
Royal Swedish Embassy

I take the pleasure in qreeting the members of the Japanese Institute of Social
Studies on Sweden and wishing all and everyone a prosperous new year.

This year JISSS has pursued its many-sided activities, centering on publishing,
language classes and various academic exchange.

Under the leadership of Prof. Olof Ruin, a prominent group of scholars from the
University of Stockholm visited Japan this year. Their contacts with JISSS was
most fruitful and rewarding.

The language courses and the yearly study visits to Sweden organized by JISSS
is sn important undertaking for furthering the good relations that exists between | .
our two countries.

During the fall of 1987 the Nordic countries through the Nordic Council of
Ministers undertook a major culturel event “Scandinavia Today”. The event was a
great success and contributed in a significant way to the growing interest for Scan-
dinavian culture in Japan. Both within the musical and art fields there are now
plans to follow up this important event.

In the commercial field no less than 75 Swedish companies are permanently
represented in Japan, many of them with their own production facilities. As a
matter of fact, Sweden is the only country which maintains a positive investment
balance with Japan! The trade between our countries has developed in a positive
way ‘and this year Sweden has increased its export to Japan with 309%.

. Swedn and Japan are both at the forefront of research in areas of importance
for tomorrows world. Technical and scientific cooperation is thus an important
element of Swedish-Japanese cooperation. An important event in this field is the
plan to establish a scientific cooperation between Japan and the Karolinska Institute \\‘
in Stockholm.

In Sweden parliamentary and municipal elections were held in September. These
are the first elections since Prime Minister Olof Palme was killed in 1986.

The Social Democratic Party remains the single largest party and Prime Minister In-
gvar Carlsson continues in his post. For the first time in 70 years Sweden will
have\ a new party in Parliament, the Environmental Party.

The cooperation between Japan and Sweden is increasing in a most fruitful way
and I greatly appreciate your efforts to promote friendship and understanding
between Japan and Sweden.

We at the Embassy would like to extend our best wishes to rall members of
JISSS. It is an honour and a pleasure for us to offer our support and extend

our services in any way we can to JISSS’ endeavours in 1989.
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New Year Celebration in Sweden
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