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Message for the New Year
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Chairman of the Board of Directors, Prof. Teruo Nishimura
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Message to the New Year's issue of the JISSS Bulletin

Mr. Magnus Robach, Press Attache,

Royal Swedish Embassy ")@

1985 was a very active year in the Japanese-Swedish relations, and, indeed, in the life of
JISSS. Sweden participated in the Tsukuba World Expo, and His Majesty King Carl XVI
Gustaf inaugurated the Swedish Pavilion there at a special Swedish celebration on March 29.
In the month of June, Sweden was honoured by the official visit of TIH The Crown Prince
and Crown Princess. A number of interesting Japanese cultural events have been held in
Sweden, including Noh, Kabuki, and exhibitions on Japanese art and culture. Her Majesty
Queen Silvia visited Japan in November, along with a large delegation from the Nobel
Foundation.

JISSS has pursued its many-sided activities, centering on publishing, language classes, and
various academic exchanges. It has also carried out a survey of Swedish studies at Japanese
Universities. The result is a comprehensive list of scholars and University Departments,
maintaining links with Sweden. We believe this to be a significant pioneering work that
opens highly interesting possibilities for the future.

We at the Embassy would like to extend our best wishes to all members of JISSS. It is
an honour and a pleasure for us to offer our support and extend our services in any way

we can to JISSS' endeavours in 1986.
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New Year’s Message

Prof. Urban Dahllof
University of Uppsala

Thanks to an invitation from the Japanese Institute for Social Studies on Sweden I recently
had the favour of enjoying the great hospitality of JISSS during a two-week visit for seminars
and lectures on problems of reforming the Japanese system of secondary and higher
education. This gave me an excellent opportunity to deepen the first impressions of Japan
gained during a short visit ten years ago. I am now still more convinced about the
importance of the purpose of JISSS and the way in which it is fulfilled concerning a broad
spectrum of economic and social issues.

When it comes to matters of educational policy it could be argued, that the social and cultu-
ral differences are too great in order to make a mutual exchange of ideas and experiences
fruitful. After a fortnight of intense and most stimulating discussions with members of JISSS
and other people in the field of education, my conclusion is the opposite: These very dif-
ferences do in fact make comparative discussions very meaningful when they are seen in
relation to some very important common trends in the economic development and future
orientation of Japan and Sweden: The advanced technology, the high standard of living
and - not least important-the profound wish to build a welfare society which promotes
quality of life particularly for disadvantaged groups. My conviction is that this basic attitude
is held not only because it is a necessity in order to protect our societies from painful social
tensions. I think that attitude has deeper roots in a faith in the importance of life quality
conditions in their own right as a vital part of demoracy and social justice.

Therefore the problems of educational reform and social conditions which now are so lively
discussed in Japan seem to me to be of utmost importance for the future. As I tried to
point out during our many discussions, the exchange of ideas and experiences can be mutua-
\ lly fruitful if, and only if, it is carried out in an atmosphere which is open not only for
what may be regarded as successful contributions to an educational policy aimed at combining
effectivity with social equality. It should be equally open for shortcomings and problems
met in the implementation stage and for alternative solutions which harmonize with the
basic cultural patterns in the respective countries. If these conditions are met, I think a
deepened dialogue between Japan and Sweden could be most fruitful for both countries.

JISSS is to be congratulated for its many initiatives to promote such a dialogue and I wish

all its members a stimulating and prosperous new year !
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The Swedish School System

Britta Stenholm 2, The Swedish Institute 3&47.
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The Swedish Code of Judicial Procedure

The National Council for Crime Prevention 3§17 1985 (3xH [—KEE)

Crime and Criminal Policy in Sweden 1985

The National Council for Crime Prevention ¥§f7
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