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New Year’s Message for the JISSS-Bulletin

Mr. Magnus Robach
Press Attaché, Royal Swedish Embassy

Once again I take great pleasure in extending my heartfelt greetings to members and friends

of JISSS and in wishing all and everyone a prosperous new year.

During 1984 I had the chance to get better acquainted with many of JISSS’ members.
Through many of you I have been introduced to new aspects of Japan, and on several
occasions there have been fruitful and rewarding discussions on relations between Japan b
and Sweden, .
During the past year I have also increasingly come to understand and highly value JISSS

as a focal point for exchanges between Japan and the Scandinavian Countries. JISSS has
organized many meetings, study visits and social occasions. There have also been important
activities in the field of printed materials. May I as an example point to the significant
work to publish “The Swedish Parliamentary System” in Japanese and the important
comparative study on ‘“Economic growth, welfare and industrial relations”.

1984 has, I believe, also been marked by efforts to find new organizational forms for the
future activity of JISSS. In this regard we believe the coming year will bring many
interesting developments,

In 1985 we are looking forward to Sweden’s official participation at the Tsukuba World Expo

-85, where among other things a special Swedish day will be celebrated on March 29. Some
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very distinguished guests from Sweden will be present on this occasion.

We are also anticipating important exchanges on the government level during the year,
mainly in the fields of commerce and industrial cooperation.

At the Swedish Embassy in general, and at the information section in particular, we highly
appreciate our contacts and exchanges with JISSS and it’s members. We wish to reiterate
our willingness to assist in any way we can, and we trust that our close collaboration will

deepen even further in the years to come.

New Year’s Message

APRO K.K.

President, Taro Gadelius

From time to time during my many years of living in this country I have had the
opportunity to see and follow the Japanese Institute for Social Studies on Sweden, and I am
therefore glad to have been given this opportunity to express my deep admiration for the
Society and its members for their work and their achievements.

Being a Swede, I am happy to admit and recognize the high living standard and the decent
quality of life for the average Swede that since many years is the grand result of more than
100 years of social struggles, hard-fought battles and prudent decisions in the Parliament
chosen by the people of Sweden. The inter-performance between management and labor
unions are the most mature in the industrialized world. Our medical welfare and pension
systems are positive factors well worth to study and our huge social welfare program gives
a base for much human well being, but there are critical parts which also should be studied
in order to avoid repetition elsewhere.

Japanese and Swedes have many basical rules of life and acceptance of nature in common as
well as the sound, stable character of mind. I therefore think the idea of taking up studies
of Sweden’s age-old social development is a grand idea and the initiative the founders of the
Japanese Institute of Social Studies on Sweden have taken for learning about it and
exchanging Swedish and Japanese viewpoints on the subject is something quite outstanding.
A new year has just been entered upon, the Year of Ox, which signifies the year of hard

work. May this work result in new achievements and good results for the Society. Good

Luck and a Happy New Year !
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